
 

May Newsletter 

Hello Nottingham City Ladies, 

It was great to see so many smiling faces at the May meeting - a huge thank you and 

welcome to all the new members signing up this month to join us!  Hope you are all well 

and ready for the next meeting in June, 

Firstly we would like to thank all the previous committee members for doing such a 

grand job over the years, with special thanks the Kerry who has stepped down as 

president, but is providing invaluable advice to guide the new committee in the right 

direction! With that being said, as most of you now know we have a whole new team 

that are raring to go with ideas. Your new City WI committee is as follows. 

Sarah Manton – President 
Lucy Petford – Vice President 
Sarah Sewell – Treasurer 
Suzanne Plamping – Assistant Treasurer/Special Projects 
Claire Hamilton – Correspondence Secretary 
Abigail Green – Assistant Secretary 
Jennifer Howden – Register/Meet and Greet 
Leighanne Owen-Clegg – MCS/Publicity 
Antonia Disney- Publicity/Social Media 

 

We would also like to give a huge thanks to Helen Hillsdon for giving us a very lovely 

talk about discovering women’s voices in the archives. Helen’s work involved 

uncovering fragments of everyday lives and using women’s letters, diaries and memoirs 

to write a unique history in Vienna.  Helen wrote her PhD on women’s experiences of 

the Second World War and Allied occupation in Vienna and gave us a small glimpse into 

the happenings at that time.  Really insightful and interesting to hear so we thank you 

her and wish her all the luck in the world as she leaves the WI scene for a while and 

moves to The Netherlands. Good luck Helen. 

 

Next Meeting is June 10th – The life and times of Nottingham’s official Robin Hood 

Tim Pollard, Nottingham’s official Robin Hood, will join us for the evening to give us the 

inside track on what it’s really like to be Robin! Maybe we could think of some good 

questions for him for after that talk? 



June’s refreshment volunteer is Antonia Disney 

Other things to know: 

 The WI Book Club will be sending out emails to anyone who signed up at the 

meeting. The Book Club meets on the Tuesday following the WI main meeting 

each month from 7pm until 9pm at Broadway Cinema.  If you would like to know 

about the Book Club but weren’t at the meeting please email Erin or Carolyn at 

citywibookclub@gmail.com 

 The Craft Club will also be sending out emails to anyone who signed up at the 

meeting.  The Craft Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month from 

6.00pm until 8.00pm and will be meeting at The Crafty Crow on Friar Lane.  If 

you want to know more, but weren’t at the meeting, then please email Emma on 

citywicraftclub@gmail.com 

 The trip to the WI Centennial Fair in Harrogate on either Saturday, 5th or Sunday, 

6th September will be priced at approximately £25.00 including transport and 

entry ticket (details to be finalised).  Please email us if you are would like to join 

us or want to know more at citywi@ymail.com 

 We would like to get as many new members as possible to attend the New 

Members’ Evening at Oxton on 22nd July (£3.00 entry fee per person).  Should 

you want to go and weren’t on the signup sheet email us on citywi@ymail.com 

and we can look into travel arrangements for a group of us to go. 

 The WI County Quiz is on Monday, 1st June and so far we have 4 teams of 4 ladies 

ready to challenge the dominance of The Woodborough Arrows!  The closest 

venue available to us is Cotgrave, so if you would like to join us, please get in 

touch on citywi@ymail.com as soon as possible if you would like to be part of the 

squad (we need to come up with an awesome name for the squad too)! 

 If anyone has ideas as to how City WI should mark the 100th anniversary of the 

WI, your suggestions are welcome by email or at the next meeting.  It would, 

perhaps, be nice to create something commemorative as a group.  

 The WI  ‘Inspiring Women’ Flower Festival is coming up at the end of June 

(26th/27th).  We will be submitting an entry for the show at Newstead Abbey and 

need to decide upon which ‘inspiring woman’ we would like to represent.  The 
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suggestions so far include Jayne Torvill, Florence Booth, Mary Howitt and Malala 

Yousafai.  Members are invited to offer further suggestions (by 27 May 2015) 

and we will then vote to make the final decision.  Please email us if you would 

like to be part of the design team for the floral arrangement (any florists or 

horticulturists in the group will be particularly welcomed!)   

Wishing you all the best for now, ladies, and see you all at the next meeting. 

The City WI Committee Members 

 

 


